
Before the  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C .  

Apal ica t ion  No. 11428, of Dunbarton College f o r  a s p e c i a l  
except ion a s  provided by Sec t ion  8207.2 of  the  Zoning 
Regulations t o  e s t a b l i s h  a p r i v a t e  h i g h  schoo l  pursuant t o  
Sec t ion  3101.42 of the  Regulations i n  a R-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  2955 
Upton S t r e e t ,  N.W., Lot 30, Square 2243. 

HEARING DATE: J u l y  18, 1973 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: August 29, 1973 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  proper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  an R-2 Zoning 
D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  premises has  never been used f o r  r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  purposes. It has  always been used f o r  school use  o r  
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  use.  

3. From 1926 u n t i l  1951, the  proper ty  was used a s  t h e  
Dev i t t  School. The Devi t t  School had a t  one time a maximum 
of 250 s tuden t s  and a l s o  had evening c l a s s e s .  

4. I n  B.Z.A. Appeal No. 9200, t h i s  Board approved the  
use  of the  s u b j e c t  premises a s  a Science School f o r  Dunbarton 
College.  The Science School has  an enrollment of approximately 
162 s tuden t s ,  wi th  hours of opera t ion  from 8 a.m. t o  5 p.m. 

5. This  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  made on behalf  of Edmund Burke 
School, c o n t r a c t  purchaser ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  grades 9-12 wi th  a 
maximum enrollment of 120 s tuden t s .  There w i l l  be  e i g h t  
teachers ,  two admin i s t r a to r s  and one s e c r e t a r y .  The Edmund 
Burke School i s  p r e s e n t l y  loca ted  a t  2126 Wyoming Avenue, 
N.W., where i t  has  approximately 70 s tuden t s .  Upon the  
g r a n t  of t h i s  case  and the  establ ishment  of the  Edmund Burke 
School a t  2955 Upton S t r e e t ,  N.W., t he  School w i l l  vacate  
t h e  premises a t  2126 Wyoming Avenue, N.W. 
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6.  The average s i z e  of the c l a s se s  w i l l  be 13 s tudents  
per teacher.  The co-director  of the  School indica ted  i n  h i s  
testimony t h a t  the s tudents  would be c lose ly  supervised and 
have individual ized curriculum. The School i s  non-denomina- 
t i o n a l  and i s  devoted t o  preparing students  i n  the  9-12 grades 
fo r  higher  learning education. 

The s tudents  t h a t  have attended Edmund Burke School 
have been successful  i n  obtaining acceptance a t  leading 
col leges  i n  the Nation and have maintained a high perfor-  
mance l eve l .  

7 .  Under the  Zoning Regulations, appl icant  i s  required 
t o  have nine parking spaces. Eleven parking spaces w i l l  be 
provided a t  the r ea r  of the School with access from the  public  
a l l e y  a t  the  rea r .  

AS indica ted  by a recent  survey of the s tudents  a t  the 
School, the  va s t  majori ty come e i t h e r  by t ranspor ta t ion ,  by 
walking o r  by vehicular t r anspor ta t ion  through parents  o r  
f r i ends .  The subjec t  locat ion  is  only 50-75 yards removed 
from Connecticut Avenue, a  major a r t e r i a l  i n  the  D i s t r i c t  
of Columbia. Addit ional ly,  the School is  i n  c lose  proximity 
t o  the Van Ness Metro S ta t ion ,  which w i l l  provide an added 
means of public  t r anspor ta t ion  fo r  the school. 

8. The co-director t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i t  was h i s  est imate 
t h a t  the maximum number of vehicular  t r i p s  per  day would be 
11-12 t r i p s  i n  and out f o r  f acu l t y  and s tudents  plus approxi- 
mately 20 vehicular  t r i p s  out  of a  maximum enrollment of 120, 
which would ac tua l l y  b r ing  the s tudents  t o  the  School door. 

9. A t  the publ ic  hearing,  M r .  James Howard Malloy, 
r e s iden t  of 2945 Upton S t r e e t ,  N.W., objected t o  the no t i ce  
provided by the  Board. Counsel f o r  Edmund Burke School has 
indica ted  the M r .  Malloy has withdrawn any objec t ion  t o  the 
School i n  a  telephone conversation t o  him of Ju ly  19, 1973. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

T h e  B o a r d  i s  of the opinion that  the proposed use i s  i n  
keeping w i t h  the past  use h i s to ry  of the bu i ld ing  and w i l l  
have no adverse a f fec t  upon the neighboring or adjo in ing  proper- 
t ies  by reason of noise,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s tuden t s  or any 
other condit ions.  T h e  bu i ld ing  has h i s t o r i c a l l y  been used f o r  
school purposes or other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  uses.  W e  are fur ther  
of the opinion that  the use i s  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  the i n t e n t  and 
purpose of the R e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  not  adversely affect  any 
propert ies w i t h i n  the m e a n i n g  of the Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

ORDERED : 

THAT THE REQUEST FOR A S P E C I A L  EXCEPTION BE GRANTED. 

VOTE : 4-0, L I L L A  BURT CUMMINGS, ESQUIRE NOT VOTING. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
" 1  

L 1  
ATTESTED By :  - < / )  . 

, ' JAMES E .  MILLER 
Secretary of the B o a r d  

F I N A L  DATE O F  THE ORDER: SEP 6 1973 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT IS  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


